
2016-17 Progress Report 
(July 2016– June 2017)  
 

The Conservation Foundation would like to provide you with a progress update on our key mission areas 
for the period of July 2016 to June 2017, our fiscal year.  This year marked the start of our 45th   
anniversary, a milestone that we will celebrate until the end of December 2017.  We began the anniversary 
celebration with a kickoff reception at Rich Harvest Farms in Sugar Grove.   
 
This year has been punctuated by significant land acquisitions, an increase in community-based projects 
and the launch of our Fox River Initiative. 
 

Preserving Land  
 

This year, we secured two conservation easements.  One is located near Wayne, the other along the    
Kishwaukee River in Kingston (near Sycamore).  Conservation easements are voluntary agreements by 
landowners that permanently restrict the type and amount of development that can occur on a property. 
 
 The Bertolozzi property covers 63 acres along the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River in DeKalb 

County.  It is not far from the Prairie Oak Forest Preserve and is also adjacent to Walcamp Outdoor 
Ministries, a Lutheran camp.  In addition to a wooded river frontage, approximately 40 acres is        
currently farmed and another 10 acres is restored farmland enrolled in the Conservation Reserve     
Program (CRP).  Ms. Bertolozzi has actively been restoring and managing the CRP land as a natural 
area, as well as the woods along the river. 

 
 Adjacent to Kane County’s Fox River Bluff Forest Preserve near Wayne is a 13.4-acre property        

that was owned by the Grabacki family.  The parcel, which is largely wooded, was originally intended to 
be developed into homes.  Instead, the Grabacki siblings decided to donate the land outright to The    
Conservation Foundation.  We will hold the property until the Forest Preserve can use its value as 
matching funds for a grant, and the land will ultimately become expanded forest preserve. 

 
 On May 20, the Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa became open to the public.  Hundreds of people 

attended the opening ceremony that afternoon, and a fundraiser party was held at The Lone Buffalo 
restaurant and brewery in downtown Ottawa afterward.  The Lone Buffalo helped sponsor the party, 
and they also featured a special “Dayton Bluffs Ale” for guests.  A special thanks goes out to our 
Friends of the Dayton Bluffs for their many hours of volunteer work and support! 

We save land.   
 We save rivers. 

Lower Fox River, Photo by Ramon Nayar 



Protecting Rivers  
 

 Mother Nature made her presence felt at the annual DuPage County River Sweep last May, 
providing significant rainstorms throughout the day.  Many volunteer crews worked between 
rain events, and many others rescheduled and continued the sweep in subsequent days.  In total, 
613 volunteers cleaned 62.67 miles of  shoreline and removed 6.2 tons of  trash.  Volunteer 
groups that day also removed invasive species along 3.3 acres of  land.  

 
 The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW), staffed by TCF, is implementing studies 

and projects to improve aquatic life throughout these watersheds.  The DRSCW, in cooperation 
with the Forest Preserve District of  DuPage County and DuPage County Stormwater   
Management, completed the Oak Meadows Dam Removal and Stream Restoration Project.  
The project removed 2 low-head dams, restored and stabilized 1.5 miles of  Salt Creek, and  
restored wetlands and native habitat to improve water quality. 

 
 Since 2012, the Lower DuPage River Watershed Coalition (LDRWC), staffed by TCF, has 

worked to  improve the watershed by identifying barriers to aquatic life and developing projects 
to address them.  In collaboration with the Forest Preserve District of  Will County, the first 
project underway is modification of  the Hammel Woods dam to improve fish passage and     
dissolved oxygen.  The project is expected to be completed in 2019.   

 
 In 2016, TCF helped create and provided staff  for the newly formed Lower Des Plaines  

Watershed Group (LDWG). The LDWG is developing a watershed scale biological and water 
quality monitoring program to assess the health of  the watershed and identify stressors to 
aquatic life.  The LDWG will also focus education and outreach efforts on water quality issues. 

 

Impacting Communities  
 

    We have continued to work at the Heritage Quarry 
Recreational Area in Lemont, in partnership with the 
Village of  Lemont, Lemont High School and Citgo.  
This multi-year restoration project focuses on         
removing invasive plants, planting native trees and 
plants, as well as improving the overall quality of  the 
property.  In October, more than 250 volunteers 
signed on for a large-scale workday and many of  them 
were Lemont High School students. 

 
    In this past year, 61 new properties have been certified by the Conservation@Home and     

Conservation@Work programs in five different counties in Northern Illinois.  Among the     
notable certifications was a butterfly garden installed by the Elmhurst Garden Club at York 
Community High School. 

 
    In the three years since its inception, the Conservation In Our Community Program now has 

ten participating communities (Carol Stream, Downers Grove, Elgin, Elmhurst, Frankfort, Lisle,           
Naperville, Oswego, Warrenville and Wood Dale) as well as the Glen Ellyn Park District. 

 
 The Dickson-Murst Farm Partners, a volunteer group of  The Conservation Foundation, held 

their annual Spring at the Farm on May 7 at our Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery.  A free 
family-friendly event, it featured antique tractors pulling “hayrides” through the neighborhood, 
mid-century farm equipment on display and farm animals provided by the Newark FFA. 



Teaching Children 
 
 We have maintained our Mighty Acorns partnerships with schools, park districts and forest   

preserve districts in DuPage and Kane County while expanding the program with nontraditional 
partners. Currently, we are serving 17 classes, plus an afterschool program in DuPage County; 9 
classes, plus 2 afterschool programs in Kane County; and 8 classes in LaSalle County.  In all, we 
estimate 1,150 students will benefit from Mighty Acorns programming this year—a record number 
of  students for us!  Three of  those programs were new partners for the 2016-17 school year and 
we picked up 5 new programs for the coming school year!   

 
 We began a Mighty Acorns    

partnership with Lisle Park     
District’s summer camp.  128  
children attending summer camp 
at Community Park received 
Mighty Acorns programming 
once a week all summer long.  

 
 We fulfilled many requests from 

schools, clubs, and scout groups 
to visit McDonald Farm to learn 
about conservation issues.  More 
than 1,000 kids in neighboring 
communities learned about water 
conservation, green energy,      
decomposers, and pollinators 
through field trips and in-class 
presentations. 

     
Teaching Adults 
 

 On January 19, the annual DuPage Environmental Summit was held at the Northern Illinois 
University campus in Naperville.  Presentation topics included “Current State of  the Urban  
Forest in Chicagoland,” “Energy Efficiency Through Landscape Design,” “Health Benefits of  
Trees,” and “Landscape Design for Health and Energy.” 

 
 The Beyond the Basics Stormwater Management Conference, the premier stormwater          

conference in Chicagoland, was held at Bobak’s Signature Events in Woodridge on September 
13-14.  The conference, which attracts more than 200 attendees, features educational              
opportunities about best management practices in stormwater management and is geared for 
professionals working directly in the stormwater management field. 

 
 In conjunction with the DRSCW, LDRWC and Lower DesPlaines Watershed Group, we hosted 

five technical workshops focused on chloride reduction in DuPage, Will and Kane Counties. 
 
 A Green Infrastructure and Grants Symposium was held on February 28 at Danada House  

Forest Preserve.  Speakers focused on infrastructure programs at schools, college campuses and 
municipalities. 



 

Promoting Stewardship 
 
 We launched The Fox River Education and Outreach Initiative.  Over the next five years, we will 

be addressing the health of  the Fox River in a variety of  ways—from educating schoolchildren 
and scouts, providing community workshops on sustainable landscaping practices, wildlife and 
other relevant topics, helping community leaders craft their ordinances and community        
management policies with the health of  the river in mind. 

 
 As part of  the aforementioned initiative, we are partnering with local artist Joel Sheesley,      

Professor Emeritus of  Art at Wheaton Col-
lege, on the Fox River Art Project.  Joel will 
spend the next year painting the Fox River, 
in all of  its moods and meanders 
and seasons, in 50 to 60 original paintings.  
Ultimately, Joel’s work will be exhibited in 
various locations  throughout the Fox River 
Valley.  The    original paintings will be for 
sale, and will be compiled into a coffee table 
book that will be available for purchase as 
well.   

 
 The Conservation Foundation held its 3rd 

annual Strengthening Our Foundation fall          
fundraising event at Cantigny Park in Wheaton.  In its first three years, the Strengthening Our 
Foundation initiative has raised more that $557,000 in donations and pledged support. 

 
 Our annual Earth Day Benefit Dinner, held on April 27 at Bobak’s Signature Events in 

Woodridge, was attended by 530 guests to celebrate our successes.  The event maintains its  
popularity and continues to provide significant financial support for our operating expenses.  
The event raised more than $174,000 in support of  The Conservation Foundation’s programs 
and operations.  

 
 Staff  and board members completed a new organizational five-year strategic plan for The    

Conservation Foundation.  The strategic plan covers the period from July 2017 to June 2022.  It 
deepens the foundation’s commitment to community-based conservation and introduces a    
program that will explore and promote the health benefits of  nature. 

 
 
 

www. theconserva t i onf ounda t i on . o rg  


